Chess composition wonders.

Chess compositions have this ability to surprise, astonish and entertain chess amateurs. Chess public are impressed as well with the way some tourneys are held, often surprised by the judging and the awarding of titles. Unfortunately, these latter impressions don’t make us happier.


Chess teaches us a lot?! A composer or an over-the-board player who strives developing his skills ought to absorb the laws of the chess game, where too much depends on time and organization, and the quick and merciless punishment follows the smallest mistakes. It’s impossible to understand chess without objective evaluation of the possibilities of both sides. However, let’s not jump to the conclusion that chess people are most honest, organized and hardworking. The morality and honesty are no longer these effective tools in running chess composition affairs. The cases of obvious violations of the Codex rules by judges and organizers became more frequent. The recommendations of the Permanent Commission for Chess Composition are to no avail …


Composers’ day-to-day work is full of anecdotal situations given below. They surely shock somebody who is used to order. It takes some time to digest that titles are awarded not for the tourney successes but for the number of compositions in the FIDE Album, a kind of book-archive appearing with enormous delay. It’s strange that “prize” is the highest distinction often without material value and the Study of the Year is, in fact, a good study of popular genre. 


It seems, it’s high time to give PCCC some executive power, so they could make judges and organizers do their work properly and, if necessary, publicly criticize them. It’s also time to revise the Codex that is completely out-of-date …

Anecdote One

A problem in mathematics


After 6 years judge Snail completed the award of his jubilee tourney. The winner Mr. Rich got wind of his success 2 years later. Next year he received the prize money – 100 $. How many cents did the first prize-winner earn a month?

Suggestions on the organization of tourneys

1. The registration of the tourney in PCCC.

2. The tourney announcement no later than half a year before closing date.
3. The tourney information and awards on PCCC website.

4. To publish the number of participants and compositions received 10 days after closing date.

5. The provisional award after 3 months. 

6. The definitive award – a month later.

7. To send the prize money on the same day the definitive award is published.

8. To send the awards to all the participants.

Anecdote Two


A famous ice hockey player acted as a judge of a big … chess composition tourney. Three prize-winners are: 1. Mr. Puck 2.Mr. Stick 3. Mr. Goal.
Suggestions on the organization of the judging

1. The registration of judges in PCCC.

2. To give the right of judging tourneys to those who have some tourney successes in the genre (for example, 5 awarded compositions).

3. The judge’s short comments to every composition in the award are compulsory.

4. To inform who tests studies and seeks anticipations (if this is not the judge).

5. The judge should avoid equal placings. 

6. Special distinctions cannot exceed 20% from all the compositions in the award.

7. It is not allowed to divide the award in two parts (on the number of pieces, on the stipulation (in studies) etc.) if this is not mentioned in the announcement. 

8. To reprimand judges for the violations of the established rules.

Anecdote Three


The world champion is not a Master …

Suggestions on the awarding of titles

1. The rating list for composers.

2. To award titles for the rating points.

3. To publish the ratings 2 times a year on the PCCC website.

4. The tourney organizers pay for the ratings calculations.
5. To award the title of GM to the three prize-winners of WCCI.

Chess composition will be much more attractive to all of us when everybody knows what are the rights and duties of organizers, judges and composers, when they start discussing and comment on the awards, achievements and mistakes. That’s why we’d like to see the PCCC site more interesting and news-like with the calendar of all the major tourneys and their awards. We’d like to see the PCCC administration participating in FIDE congresses and making their report. 


Of course, many other questions have to be worded. For example, why the Album points of all the composers are not made public, why can’t we know the WCCT judges’ names? …

The present article suggests this way to bring some order into composition: draw up a list of duties for everyone and sign it, make PCCC powerful enough to run chess composition properly. 


Discussions take place at www.selivanov.ru 

We’d appreciate your opinions.


S.Didukh and I.Aliev. 
