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First of all, I’d like to thank the big enthusiast of chess composition and chess column editor of the «Olimpiya 

Dunyasi» Ilham Aliev for this possibility to make my debut as a judge on the pages of a known Azerbaijani newspaper.  
I received 25 anonymous studies sent to this tourney. Though, I have to confess that the composing technique of some works 
has betrayed their authors. After checking the soundness of variations and analyzing the realized ideas I am pleased to note 
that the expected decrease of the creative standard at the beginning of the FIDE Album cycle didn’t happen in this tourney, 
and the prize studies proved to be of a very high quality. Of course, there were ‘red cards’, speaking football language. 
The study by P.Rossi was published in Maggyar Sakkelet 2000-01 (1st commendation,HHdbIII#3133). 
 The study is disqualified.   
 I congratulate the winners and invite all the readers to enjoy the awarded seven.   
 
 
Richard Becker (USA) 
I prize  

White has to keep his pawn. That’s why it’s bad to play 1.e4? d2 2.Qxd2 Qb1+ 3.Kc5 Qxe4, 
draw.  
1.e3! d2! Black starts a most insidious counter-play for stalemate. The ordinary continuation 
1...Qe1 2.Qd4 d2 3.Bb3 cannot bother White. 2.Qxd2 Qf6+. The half-rabid queen is ready to 
sacrifice herself on the �1-h8 diagonal. One wrong step can shatter all the dreams of victory: 
3.Kc5? (3.Ka5?, Kc7?) 3...Qc3+ 4.Qxc3 stalemate; 3.Kb7? Qb2+ 4.Qxb2 stalemate; 3.Kb5? 
Qb2+ 4.Qb4 Qe2+, gives away the pawn. 3.Ka7! Qe7+ 3...Qc3 4.Qd8 Qa3+ 5.Kb6!, transposes. 
4.Kb8 4.Ka8? (4.Ka6?) 4...Qa3+ 5.Kb7 Qb2+ 6.Qxb2 stalemate. 4...Qe5+ 5.Ka8 Qc3. In the 
event of 5...Qe8+ the white king safely escapes captivity 6.Kb7 Qe7+ 7.Kc6 Qf6+ 8.Kd7, wins. 
6.Qd8 Qa3+ 7.Kb8! The danger of falling into an unexpected mutual zugzwang trap makes the   

                   Win                       white king go on his strange dance 7.Kb7? Qxe3 zz. 7...Qb4+ 8.Ka7 Qa3+ 9.Kb6! Facing the    
                                                check! 9…Qxe3+ 9...Qb4+ 10.Kc6+ and the king is free. 10.Kb7! Black in zz. 10...Qg3 The 
play for stalemate 10...Qd4 fails 11.Bd5+ Kxh7 12.Bg8+; another way to take control over «h4» 10...Qf4 ends up in a striking 
mate 11.Bf7+ Kxh7 12.Qd3+ Kh8 13.Qh3+ Qh6 14.Qc8+ Kh7 15.Qg8#. 11.Qe8! Qh4. The next attempt to stalemate himself 
after 11...Qe5 meets the familiar trick 12.Be6+ Kxh7 13.Bg8+. 12.Bd5+ 12.Kc8? Qf6 13.Kd7 g6! draw. 12...Kxh7 13.Be4+ 
g6 14.Qxg6+ Kh8 15.Kc6!(or 15.Ka6) zz! 15...Qh3 15...Qe7 16.Qh6+ Kg8 17.Bd5+ 16.Qe8+ Kg7 17.Qe7+ Kg8 18.Bd5+, 
with mate. 
 
 The dual of the white king and the dangerous queen, with her sacrifices during the solution on squares b2-c3-d4-e5, 
brings surprise and pleasure on every move. Arriving at move ten the reader overwhelmed with emotions starts thinking not 
without a comprehensible pity that this beauty will probably be over soon. Right at this moment an incredible mutual 
zugzwang takes shape on the board with new beautiful variations. Impressive study! 
     
Nicolae Micu (Romania) 
II prize  

White’s hopes are connected with his passing pawn. But, first, he should dismantle Black’s 
threats. 1.Nd5+ Kc5 If 1...Ka5, then 2.Bxe3 (threat of mate 3.Bb6) 2...Ra1+ 3.Kc2 Nd4+ 
4.Bxd4 Bxd4 5.e7 Re1 6.Bg6, draw.  2.Bxe3+ Kxd5 3.e7 Ra1+! – An important check that 
helps Black to move his knight to a safe place. It’s lost in case of hasty 3...Ra8 4.Bg6 Nf5 5.e8Q 
Rxe8 6.Bxe8 Nxe3 7.Bf7+ Kd4 8.Bxb3. 4.Kc2 Ra8 5.Bg6 Na1+! 5...Nf5 6.e8Q Rxe8 7.Bxe8 
Na1+ 8.Kd3, draw. 6.Kd1! Only move. The more tempting retreats lose 6.Kb1? (or 6.Kc1?) 
6...Nf5 7.Bxf5 Bf6; 6.Kd2? Ne4+ 7.Kd3 Nd6 8.Bf4 Be5; 6.Kd3? Ra3+ 7.Kd2 Nf1+ 8.Ke2 
Rxe3+. 6...Nf5! 7.Bxf5 Bf6 8.Bg5!! The beginning of the flashy sacrificial end 8…Bxg5 
8...Ke5 9.Bg6! draw, but not 9.Bd7? Bxe7 10.Bxe7 Ra7. 9.Bc8! Rxc8 (9...Bxe7 10.Bb7+) 
10.e8Q Rxe8 stalemate. 

               Draw 
 
 The flamboyant play by both sides saturated not only with striking sacrifices. We are also impressed by subtle logical 
moments when preparing the knight’s move to the corner as well as by prudent flight of the white king to the stalemate 



hideaway. The intense struggle ends in a correct stalemate, which is not ‘pulled by ears’, but captivating us by its 
unexpectedness like in the best examples of the artistic study. 
Iuri Akobia(Georgia) & Richard Becker (USA) 
III prize 

1.Ke3! A stake on the pawn loses 1.Ne4? Kh4 2.f5 Kh5 3.f6 Kg6. 1...Bh7 It’s safer on the 
edge! Now Black can hope to move his king into the battle at once. Worse is 1...Bf5 2.Kd4, and 
the need of saving the pawn becomes urgent 2…Nc2+ 3.Kc4 Bd7 4.Ne4 Kh4 (4...Bc6 5.Nd6 
Kg4 6.Kc3 Ne3 7.f5 Kg5 8.Nc8 b5 9.Kb4 Nd5+ 10.Kc5=) 5.Kc3 Ne3 6.Kd4 Nf5+ 7.Ke5 Ng7 
Black’s trouble is that his knight can’t say his decisive word, every time he’s forced to take the 
roundabouts. 8.Nc3 Ne8 9.Nd5 b5 10.Kd4 Be6 11.Nb4, draw. 2.Kd4 2.Nc4? b5 3.Nd6 b4. 
2...Kg4 3.f5! Thematic try 3.Kc4? Kxf4 4.Kb4 Bf5, with an airy position of the mutual 
zugzwang 5.Nc4 Nc2+ 6.Kb5 (6.Ka4 Bd7+ 7.Kb3 b5!) 6...Bd3 7.Ka4, and now not 7...Bxc4? 
stalemate, but 6…b5+! win. Another bad try 3.Nc4? Nc2+ 4.Kc3 b5 5.Nd6 b4+ 6.Kb3 Kxf4. 
3...Bxf5 4.Kc4 Kf4 5.Kb4! Of course, not 5.Kb5? Bd3+ 6.Kxb6 Ke3, and the knight is doomed.  
Now it’s Black to move in the position of zugzwang. 5...Bg6 It seems that this move keeps all   

              Draw                          the threats and doesn’t weaken Black’s ranks, but … 6.Nc4 Nc2+ 7.Ka4 (7.Kb3? b5) 7...Be8+   
                                                  8.Kb3 Bf7 8...b5 9.Nd6! The saving fork! 9.Ka4 Bxc4 stalemate. 
 

This position of stalemate was elegantly built before (A.Belavsky, L.Mitrofanov «Chervony hirnyk» 1978, 
honourable mention). We are shown that this can be done much subtler, organically stitching to it the beautiful mutual 
zugzwang and thematic try. Outstanding find! 

 
Iuri Akobia (Georgia) 
1st honourable mention 

 
First, I’d like to give a couple of general remarks to make the battle in this study more 
comprehensible. So, in order to draw White has to win one of the black pawns and not let the 
black king support the other. That is, he should be pushed aside immediately and the farther the 
better. However, wrong is 1.f5!? Nxf5 2.Re8+ because of the exact move 2…Kf3! (2...Kf4? 
3.Kd5! transposes into the main line) 3.Rf8 Kg4! (3...Kf4 4.Rf6 a5 5.Rc6=) 4.Ra8 a5, wins. The 
right way is 1.Rg8 Nf5 1...Ne6 2.Re8 Kf5 3.Kd5 Nxf4+ 4.Kc6 Ba5 5.Kb7; or 1...Nh5 2.Re8+ 
Kf3 (2...Kxf4 3.Rc8 Ba5 4.Ra8=) 3.Re6 a5 4.f5, with guaranteed draws in the both lines. 
2.Re8+ Kxf4 After 2...Kf3 3.Ra8 a5 4.Kd5 the black king is too far. But moving to f4 he 
hampers the important defensive replacement of his forces �f4(b4) – �d6 – Ne7 preventing the 
white king’s intrusion. 3.Kd5! The quick punishment follows the disloyalty to the chosen plan                              

               Draw                       3.Kd3? Be3! 4.Re4+ Kf3 (also 4...Kg5 5.Ra4 Bb6 6.Rxa6 Nd6) 5.Re5 Kg4! 6.Ke4 Nd6+ 7.Kxe3     
                                               Nc4+. 3...Ne3+ 3...a5 4.Kc6 Nd4+ 5.Kxc7 a4 6.Ra8=. 4.Kc6 The attempt to play with the knight 
smells smoke 4.Kd4? Nd1 5.Kd5 Nc3+ 6.Kc4 Nb5 7.Ra8, and the fire starts 7…Ke5! 8.Rxa6 Nd4! At this point the tables say 
that the bridge to salvation is already burnt down. Even worse is 4.Kc5? Nc2 5.Kc6 Ba5 6.Kb7 Nb4, easy win. 4...Ba5 5.Kb7 
Nf5 6.Kxa6 Bb6 7.Re6 Nd6 Black found the possibility to seal the roads leading to his pawn, but after 8.Re7! he is in 
zugzwang 8...Kf3 9.Re2! Bd4 10.Re7 Bb6 (10…�5 11.Re6) 11.Re2 Bd4 12.Re7 Bb6 13.Re2, positional draw or 13...Kxe2 
stalemate. 
 

This study has many instructive moments of the endgame play. It shows tense struggle, unexpected zugzwang with 
positional draw and stalemate. But its most memorable aspect is the exceeding difficulty of variations and their evaluation. 
This is a huge drawback because all the expressiveness disappears. Though, maybe, such pictures have their fans, loving to 
search the truth together with their clever «silicon friends». Without their help it’s a dark night.  

 
Vitaly Kovalenko (Russia) 
2nd honourable mention 

1.g4+! fxg4 2.Rh2+ Nh4 3.Rxh4+ Kxh4 4.Nf5+ Kh3! 5.Nxd4 f2 6.Rf5 g3 7.Rf3 with two 
variations:  
I.   7…f1Q+! 8.Rxf1 g2+ 9.Kg1 Be3+ 10.Rf2 Bxd4 11.e3! Bxe3 stalemate.  
II. 7...Be3! 8.Rxg3+! (8.Nf5? f1Q+ 9.Rxf1 g2#) 8...Kxg3 9.Nf5+ Kf4 10.Ng3! Kxg3 stalemate. 
 

Those who are fond of forced sacrificial combinations will surely like the starting 
moves. But they are a bit brutal from the point of view of the chess study theory. To my mind, 
it’s not the best way to prepare a sympathetic finale with two stalemates.  
 
 

            Draw 



 
 
Fazil Shukurov (Azerbaijan) 
Commendation 

If you think that locks can never be keys, then you’re to see the solution of this study.  
After 1.h4 Black has two possibilities:  
I.   1...Kxe4 2.h5 Kf5 3.f4 the first pawn lock Ke6 4.h6 Ke7 5.h7, win.  
II. 1…Ke5 2.h5 f5! 3.h6! 3.f4+? Kf6 4.exf5 Kxf5 5.Kb2 Kf6 6.Kc3 Kg7 7.Kd4 Kh6, draw.  
     3...Kf6 4.exf5, the second lock.  
 

Echo-chameleon locks are the keys to this miniature! 
 
 
 

                 Win 
 
 
Ilham Aliev (Azerbaijan) 
Special commendation 

1.f5  
1...c4 2.f6 c3 3.f7 c2 4.f8Q c1Q 5.Qc8+ Kb6 6.Qxc1;  
1...h4 2.f6 h3 3.f7 h2 4.f8Q h1Q 5.Qa8+ Kb6 6.Qxh1;  
1…b4 2.f6 b3 3.f7 b2 4.f8Q b1Q 5.Qc8+ Kb6 6.Qb8+ Ka6 7.Qxb1. 
 
           The idea of winning three queens is well-known (N.Grigoriev «Shakhmaty» 1928, 3rd  
prize). However, geometric particularities of the construction make this position unique.  

 
 

 
                   Win                                                                                S.Didukh (Ukraine), judge of the tourney 
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162. Richard Becker (USA) 
I 	
�� / 1st Prize  

,�� � 
��
� ���������
� �����
��� �	�� �����. ������� �����  1.e4? d2 2.Qxd2 Qb1+ 
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1.e3! d2! -��
 � ����	��� ��	��
����� ��
���
�� 
� ���. .� �
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�� 1...Qe1 
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152. Nicolae Micu (Romania) 
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180. Iuri Akobia(Georgia) & Richard Becker (USA) 
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1.Ke3! 2��	�� 
� ����� ����
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�� 
������!    

 
151. Iuri Akobia (Georgia) 
1-�� 	������� ����� / 1.HM 

 
-���  ��
��
�� � �� ������ 	 ���� �����, ������ �
����� 
�������� ����� ������
��. 
!���, ��� �������
�� 
���� ��� � 
��������� ������� ��
� �� ����� � 
� ���� 
	�����
���� ���
��� ������ ���������� 	�����. /� ����, �
� ������� 
������

� 
����	�
��� �������� 	 �����
�. 2 ���� ����� ����� 1.f5!? Nxf5 2.Re8+ ��-�� ���
�
� 
Kf3! (����� 2...Kf4? 3.Kd5! ���������� 
��	
 � 	����
�) 3.Rf8 Kg4! (3...Kf4 4.Rf6 a5 
5.Rc6=) 4.Ra8 a5, � 	 �
� ���. ���	���
� 1.Rg8 Nf5 1...Ne6 2.Re8 Kf5 3.Kd5 Nxf4+ 
4.Kc6 Ba5 5.Kb7; ��� 1...Nh5 2.Re8+ Kf3 (2...Kxf4 3.Rc8 Ba5 4.Ra8=) 3.Re6 a5 4.f5, � 
��������

�� 
����� 	 ����� 	����
���. 2.Re8+ Kxf4 ����� 2...Kf3 3.Ra8 a5 4.Kd5 
���
 � ������ ������� ������. 1� ������ ����� ���� 
� «f4» �
 �������� 	��
��� 

�������	�
�� �����	�

 � ��� �f4(b4) – �d6 – Ne7 ��� �����  �� 	�����
�� ����
�  

 ������. 3.Kd5! !���
� �����

��� ���
� � ���� 
���� 	����� 3.Kd3? Be3! 4.Re4+ Kf3 (���
� � 4...Kg5 5.Ra4 Bb6 
6.Rxa6 Nd6) 5.Re5 Kg4! 6.Ke4 Nd6+ 7.Kxe3 Nc4+. 3...Ne3+ 3...a5 4.Kc6 Nd4+ 5.Kxc7 a4 6.Ra8=. 4.Kc6 ��� ��� 
���
���� � ��
�� 4.Kd4? Nd1 5.Kd5 Nc3+ 6.Kc4 Nb5 7.Ra8 ����
��	����� ������� 7…Ke5! 8.Rxa6 Nd4! � ������  

�	����, ��� 	�� ����  � �����
�� ��� �����
 . '�� ���� 4.Kc5? Nc2 5.Kc6 Ba5 6.Kb7 Nb4, � 
�����
 � 
	 �
� ���. 4...Ba5 5.Kb7 Nf5 6.Kxa6 Bb6 7.Re6 Nd6 -��
 � 
���� ������ ����������� �������  � �	��� �����, 
� 
����� 8.Re7! �
� �������� 	 ��
�	�

 8...Kf3 9.Re2! Bd4 10.Re7 Bb6 (10…�5 11.Re6) 11.Re2 Bd4 12.Re7 Bb6 13.Re2, 
�������

�� 
���� ��� 13...Kxe2 ���. 
 

� ����� ���� � ���������
 � ����
�  ��� 
� 	�
�� �
������, � 
������

�� ������, � 
������

 � 
��
�	�

 � �������

�� 
����� � �����. 1� �
� ��� � ������
������� ����
��� �	������ ����	 ���
�� ����
���� 
������� 	����
��	 � �� ���
��. *�� ������� 
���������, ��������� ��������� 	 ��������
���� ��� ���. $���, 

�	��
��, � � ����� ������
 ���� �	�� �����

���, ������� ������ ����
� 	����� � ��
 �� «������
�	 �� 
��������». ,�� �� ������ ��� 
����.  

 
 
176. Vitaly Kovalenko (Russia) 
2-�� 	������� ����� / 3.HM 

 
1.g4+! fxg4 2.Rh2+ Nh4 3.Rxh4+ Kxh4 4.Nf5+ Kh3! 5.Nxd4 f2 6.Rf5 g3 7.Rf3 � �	��� 
	����
����:  
I.   7…f1Q+! 8.Rxf1 g2+ 9.Kg1 Be3+ 10.Rf2 Bxd4 11.e3! Bxe3 ���.  
II. 7...Be3! 8.Rxg3+! (8.Nf5? f1Q+ 9.Rxf1 g2#) 8...Kxg3 9.Nf5+ Kf4 10.Ng3! Kxg3 ���. 
 

1�����
 � ���  �������� �� 	���� ��������� )������	�

 � ����	�

 � 
�����
����. 2 ����� ���
�� ����
�� ������ �
� 
����	�� . 1� ��� 	�
���, 	 ���
 
� 
������ ������ ���
���	�� ��������
�� ���	���� � �	��� ������.  
 
 



                    
153. Fazil Shukurov (Azerbaijan) 
���������� ����� / Commendation 

 
 
'��� 	  �������, ��� ����� 
� � 	��� �������, �� 	  �����
  ���������� ����
�� 
���
� �����.  
����� 1.h4 � ���
 � �	� 	�����
����:  
I.   1...Kxe4 2.h5 Kf5 3.f4 ���	 � �����
 � ����� Ke6 4.h6 Ke7 5.h7, 	 �
� �.  
II. 1…Ke5 2.h5 f5! 3.h6! 3.f4+? Kf6 4.exf5 Kxf5 5.Kb2 Kf6 6.Kc3 Kg7 7.Kd4 Kh6, 
����.  
     3...Kf6 4.exf5 	����� �����.  
 

(������ � ���
���� ���� ��
�����  �	������ ���-�������

 � �����!  
 

 
                       
192. Ilham Aliev (Azerbaijan) 
�	��������� 	��������� ����� / Special commendation 

 
 
1.f5  
1...c4 2.f6 c3 3.f7 c2 4.f8Q c1Q 5.Qc8+ Kb6 6.Qxc1;  
1...h4 2.f6 h3 3.f7 h2 4.f8Q h1Q 5.Qa8+ Kb6 6.Qxh1;  
1…b4 2.f6 b3 3.f7 b2 4.f8Q b1Q 5.Qc8+ Kb6 6.Qb8+ Ka6 7.Qxb1. 
 

!��� 	 �
� �� ���� )����� ��
��
 �� ������� ������ ��	���
� (1.5��
����	 
«6 ����� » 1928, 3 ����). " 	�� 
������������� �����

���� �������
�� ������ 
������� �
�����
��.  

 
 
         

�. ����� (��
����), ����� ��
����� 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


