METAXA Tourney

Organizer: Pavlos Moutecidis

   Judge: Hans Gruber 

THEME: Selfmate in at least 5 moves with a maximum of 15 pieces.

At least two phases (variations, solutions, etc) are required, where different white pieces play to the same square in the last white move.

	N. Kralin & A. Selivanov

 1 Prize Metaxa Ty

Wageningen 2006
	Petko A. Petkov

 2 Prize Metaxa Ty

Wageningen 2006
	Hemmo Axt

Commendation Metaxa Ty

Wageningen 2006
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	  S#9         
    (9+2)
	  S#7   √√
(11+4)
	  S#5                             (6+9)

b) Pb4  b5      c) Th5  d6


1st Prize: Nikolai Kralin & Andrey Selivanov (Russia)

1.Th5! Kc7 2.Se2+ Kd6 3.Lf8+ Te7 4.Tf5 Ke6 5.Sd4+ Kd6 6.Td1 Kc7 7.Se6+ Txe6 8.Td7+ Kc6 9.Ta7+ Txe8#

     1…Kd6 2.Td1+ Kc7 3.Db8+ Kc6 4.Dc8+ Tc7 5.De8+ Td7 6.Tb5 Kc7 7.Tb7+ Kc6 8.Dc8+ Tc7 9.Ta7 Txc8#

A fine minimal problem with both rooks ending up at square a7. Quiet rook moves in two long variations contribute to the problem’s elegance - in particular because no black pawns are involved.

2nd Prize: Petko A. Petkov (Bulgaria)

1.b3? (A) dxe5! (a)
1.Sc1? (B) d5! (b)
1.Td8! dxe5 2.Sc1 e4 3.Df5+ Le5 4.Dg5 e3 5.Dxe3+ Ld4 6.Dc3+ Lxc3+ 7.b4+ Lxb4#

       1…d5 2.b3 d4 3.Lc4 d3 4.Ka6 dxc2 5.Sd7+ Kc6 6.Ld5+ Sxd5 7.Sb4+ Sxb4#

Interchange of functions of black pieces. Both have to be unpinned, and a fine move of the white King is necessary to achieve the two mates at square b4.

Commendation: Hemmo Axt (Germany)

a) 1.Tae5+! Kd4 2.Tb5+ Ke4 3.The5+ Kd4 4.Tec5+ Ke4 5.Txc4+ Dxc4#

b) 1.Te5+! Kd4 2.Texb5+ Ke4 3.Df3+ Kd4 4.Dc3+ Ke4 5.Dxc4+ Dxc4#

c) 1.Te6+! Lxe6 2.Te5+ Kd4 3.Tc5+ Ke4 4.Lxb7+ Ld5 5.Txc4+ Dxc4#

Three thematic variations with checks throughout, using the same mate.
