Champagne Tourney  -  section A: proof games

Judge: Michel Caillaud
Theme: Tempo play by a promoted piece.

There were 15 entries from 12 composers in this section. Two problems were cooked.

As usual, most of the judging time was devoted to testing the untested entries, particularly a candidate for 1st Place that unfortunately didn’t survive this testing.

	Pascal Wassong
1st Prize Champagne Ty

Wageningen 2006
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PG in 16.0
(11+13) C+
	
	Andrey Frolkin

Kostas Prentos
2nd Prize Champagne Ty
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PG in 16.5 
(14+13) C+
	
	Pascal Wassong

Reto Aschwanden
Special Prize Champagne Ty

Wageningen 2006
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PG in 18.0
(11+14) C+


1st Prize: Pascal Wassong (France)
1.Sf3 a5 2.Sd4 a4 3.Sb3 axb3 4.a3 Ta4 5.Ta2 bxa2 6.h4 axb1=L 7.h5 La2 8.h6 Lc4 9.hxg7 La6 10.Th6 Tc4 11.Td6 cxd6 12.gxf8=S Db6 13.Sxd7 Kd8 14.Sf6! Sd7 15.Se8! Sdf6 16.a4 Sxe8.

Two tempi of stalemate avoidance type: the white promoted Knight must escape before the black Knight because if it is captured too early, white will have no tempo available.

2nd Prize: Andrey Frolkin (Ukraine) & Kostas Prentos (Greece)
1.Sc3 c5 2.Sd5 Db6 3.Sxe7 Kxe7 4.a4 Kf6 5.Ta3 Kg5 6.Th3 Sf6 7.Th6 gxh6 8.a5 Lg7 9.a6 Te8 10.axb7 Sa6 11.b8=T Te4 12.Tb7 Tb4 13.Tc7! c4 14.Txa7 Sc5 15.Ta2! Ta3 16.Ta1 Sa4 17.d3+.

The thematic piece is a Pronkin who plays 2 tempi on its way home. 

(Some other entries with only one tempo were eliminated because of too many similarities with already published problems).

Special Prize: Pascal Wassong (France) & Reto Aschwanden (Switzerland)
1.Sf3 a5 2.Sd4 a4 3.Sb3 axb3 4.a3 Ta4 5.Ta2 bxa2 6.h4 axb1=L 7.Th3 La2 8.Tc3 Ld5 9.Txc7 Tc4 10.Tc6 Da5 11.Tf6 exf6 12.h5 Se7 13.h6 Sg6 14.hxg7 h5 15.g8=L Lh6 16.Lh7! Kf8 17.Lg8! Kg7 18.Lh7! Kxh7.

Using a similar introduction, this has one tempo move more than the 1st Prize. Here the promoted piece doesn’t need to have moved at all. Anyway, I preferred the spectacular Umnov effects in the former. It gets a special prize, as it would be unfair to other participants to place it any higher. 

	Igor Vereshchagin

Valery Gurov
HM Champagne Ty

Wageningen 2006
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(15+14) C+ 
	
	Igor Vereshchagin
1st Comm. Champagne Ty
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PG in 7.0
(15+13) C+
	
	James Quah
2nd Comm. Champagne Ty

Wageningen 2006

[image: image6.png]. Ea





PG in 8.5
(16+14) C+
	
	Bjørn Enemark
3rd Comm. Champagne Ty

Wageningen 2006
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PG in 9.0
(13+13) C+


HM: Igor Vereshchagin & Valery Gurov (Russia)
1.h4 f5 2.Th3 f4 3.Tg3 f3 4.Sh3 fxg2 5.f4 g1=D 6.f5 Dh1 7.Kf2 Sf6 8.Lg2 Sd5 9.Le4 Sc3 10.dxc3 Tg8 11.Dd5 Dd1 12.Dxg8 Dd5 13.Ld3 Dh1.

Like in the example, a triangulation by the promoted Queen. Here the triangle is larger, which makes it more spectacular. The drawback is that the thematical piece is an apparent promotee.

1st Commendation: Igor Vereshchagin (Russia)
1.d4 Sf6 2.d5 Se4 3.d6 f6 4.dxe7 d5 5.exf8=T+ Ke7 6.Tg8! Sd7 7.Txh8 Dxh8.

The shortest realization of the theme is 6.5 moves but it leaves the promotee on the board. This is the shortest Ceriani-Frolkin with the theme.

2nd Commendation: James Quah (Singapore)
1.c4 d5 2.c5 Sd7 3.c6 Sdf6 4.cxb7 Sh5 5.bxa8=L La6 6.Lb7! Da8 7.Lc6+ Kd8 8.Lb5! c6 9.La4.

The apparent promotee plays 2 tempi in a very short game. The game is not a SPG (the shortest game is 8.0 with 8.La4 c6).

3rd Commendation: Bjørn Enemark (Denmark)
1.b4 c5 2.b5 c4 3.b6 c3 4.bxa7 b6 5.axb8=T Lb7 6.Tc8! Lxg2 7.Txa8 Lxh1 8.Lh3 Ld5 9.Sf3 Lxa2.

Like in the other Commendations, the theme occurs in 6,5 moves. Here it is combined with Phenix. Two moves are added to make it less obvious that Ta8 is a promoted Pawn.

Champagne Tourney  -  section B: other Retros

Judge: Michel Caillaud
Theme: Tempo play by a promoted piece.

Only 2 entries by 4 composers in this section; maybe the theme was too complicated. Next time, I might try different themes in the 2 sections.

	Andrey Frolkin

Kostas Prentos
HM Champagne Ty

Wageningen 2006
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9 last single moves?
(11+12)
	
	Vlaicu Crisan

Eric Huber
Comm. Champagne Ty

Wageningen 2006
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–2 & S#1 type Proca
(8+4) C+

Anticirce

2 solutions
	
	


HM: Andrey Frolkin (Ukraine) & Kostas Prentos (Greece)
–1.Lh7-g8+ Lc4-d5! (–1… Sa2-c1?; –1… Le6-d5??) –2.b2-b3 La2-c4  –3.Lg8xSh7! Sf6-h7  

–4.Lh7-g8+ Lb1-a2  –5.Lg8xTh7! a2xT/Sb1=L

Three tempi by 2 promoted Bishops in a classical retro. The capture tempi on h7 are a technical motive that Andrey Frolkin has already shown in many previous compositions.

Commendation: Vlaicu Crisan & Eric Huber (Romania)
–1.f7xLg8=T(Th1)? & 1.f8=D+ but 1… b4+!  

–1.Th1xLb1(Th1)! b7/b6-b5  –2.f7xLg8=T(Th1) & 1.f8=D+ Sd1#

–1.c5xd6 e.p.(d2)! d7-d5  –2.f7xDe8=T(Th1) & 1.Kb4+ De1#

Lively Anticirce play but only one of the solutions is thematic (with strategy similar to that of the example).


Michel Caillaud
